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Week 1 Homework
I picked Thomas Nagel’s Other Minds. He talks about skepticism. I agreed with him that taste or even inner experiences may differ between people, because experiences are associated with personal experiences, without knowing the extent the other person feels or fails to feel. All human characteristics that can be differentiated vary between people, like height or intelligence or talent or even attitude towards different things. Inner experiences may also be different, such that what a person feels about an experience like taste of chocolate might be different. I agreed with him because these things are accepted without questioning them, and we just assume that chocolate tastes the same to everyone. 
I disagree on his observation that trees may have experiences. Trees do not have a nervous system, which means they cannot feel. If the nervous system is responsible for feelings and because humans and animals stop functioning when the nervous system stops working, then trees cannot feel like humans. Pain can only be felt through nerves, and trees do not have nerves. Trees do not have brains, which mean they cannot reason and have emotions like humans and animals. 
Could different tastes and preferences be explained by people’s inner experiences varying from one person to another?
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